CHAPTER 12 


Gabriela Mistral, Chilean Women Writers, 
and Intersectionality 


Claudia Cabello Hutt 


A new generation of readers and scholars of Gabriela Mistral (1889-1957) 
are reinvigorating her work by using feminist, decolonial, and queer 
approaches that openly acknowledge her work’s ambivalence regarding 
feminism and race, map her participation in transatlantic networks, and 
broaden her corpus through numerous new editions. These new perspec- 
tives reject the normative, matriarchal image of Mistral cultivated by the 
Chilean state and recognize Mistral’s extraordinary experiences as 
a diplomat and educator in addition to the intersectional nuances of her 
poetry and nonfiction. Widely read during her lifetime, she was awarded 
the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1945, the first Latin American author to 
receive it. She was part of an extensive international network of writers, 
intellectuals, artists, and politicians. Her international career began in 1922 
as an educational advisor in Mexico, invited by then Minister of Public 
Instruction, José Vasconcelos. After leaving Mexico in 1924, she lived in 
many countries, including France, Italy, Portugal, Brazil, and the United 
States, where she ultimately established herself as an independent, unmar- 
ried woman. Mistral was the first professional public intellectual and writer 
in Chile to have continental and transatlantic impact; nevertheless, her 
work outside of poetry has only recently received widespread recognition." 

During her life she published four volumes of poetry, Desolacién 
(Desolation, 1922), Ternura (Tenderness, 1924), Tala (Felling, 1938), and 
Lagar (Wine Press, 1954), and hundreds of articles in the press across Latin 
America and in Spain. After her death, she became something of a legend 
for subsequent generations of Chileans, a monumentalized figure widely 
recognized but scarcely read. As a poor, rural, mestizo, unmarried, and 
queer woman, however, Mistral was shaped by an intersectional experience 
of oppression and discrimination in a sexist, classist, racist, and heteronor- 
mative Chilean society.” Her writing renders this experience visible and 
asserts other minorities’ right to exist and to have their languages and 
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